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Book Excerpt: 
“Head up, head down. Head up, head down. Head up, head down. A ten-year-old boy named 
Luke watched a line of turtles circle around in the cloudy, green water like merry-go-round 
horses. He sat cross-legged on the sun-warmed rock rim of the turtle pond…As each turtle 
approached him, the boy softly touched its raised head with his fingertip.” 

Martha Stoddard is a former teacher and current author 
and copy editor. She holds degrees in Elementary 
Education and Supervision and Curriculum 
Development. She served as a school district’s certified 
teacher trainer for New Jersey Writing Project in Texas 
(12 years) as well as created reading and science 
products for educational publishers. She has published 
four articles in education periodicals. Nelly: The Turtle 
That Went to School and Found a Home is her first 
published book. 
 

Paperback: 40 pages 
Publisher: Memories Publishing (December 9, 2019) 
The Authors’ Assistant, Austin, Texas 
ISBN 978-0-999762257 
Price: $7.99 
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 
Audience: Middle Grade Readers, Ages 8–12 
Available on Amazon.com 
This book is a narrative nonfiction chapter book for middle grade readers who 
empathize with a teacher’s goal of caring for a rescue Red-eared Slider turtle at 
her home and solving problems that arise. The author’s true experiences of 
friendship and caring for Nelly show readers that we can all care for the world’s 
turtles one rescue at a time. 

Introducing Nelly: The Turtle That Went to School and Found a Home  

by Martha Stoddard 

 

Stoddard’s teaching experience with all subjects in 
grades prekindergarten–5 and 8, science 
presentations at teacher conferences, extensive 
research about turtles and tortoises from an earlier 
book manuscript which aligns with state science 
curriculum and Next Generation Science Standards, 
and education materials published make her well 
qualified as author of her debut book for middle 
grade readers. 

 

 

 




	2 Author Visit Flyer_7.10.2021 MStoddard
	3 Author Visit Flyer 9



